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N IRELAND

By Catherine Gaunt

A new pro-achoo] education pro-
gramme lnunched in Northern
Ireland is proving successful in
encournging young children to
respect each other's differences.

An evalustion of the pilot,
which started i February Inst
year and invalved three to five
your alds in ten preschools, woas
pubished last wesk.

The programme will now be
extended to reach more young
children in MNorthern Irdan:l
and the Ropublic of lreland, so
that every child in an early yoars
satting will be able to secess it by
2008,

The Media Initiative for Chil-
dren is & collsborstion betwesn
the oarly wears orgunissteon
NIPPA and the IShasaed Peace
Initintives Insitute.

The mitistive combines ane
mation and actvites in eardy
yours settings to help young chil-
dren understand more sbout
physical, rocial and cubtural dif-
ferences. Children watch &
series of cartoons featuring char-
acters playing in the park and
mluntions where they #are
exchuded and incleded, to high-
light issues of prejudice.

Children also play with pup
pets, puszles and games to help
them talk abaut how they feel in
gitostions  whem they ore
exciuded or meot people who are
different to themselves.

The evalustion of the Morth-
ern [reland pilot was carried out
by Dr Paul Connodly of Grasens
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University. He said, “The
resairch results from the piot
sindy are compelling and =
trate the potential that this ink
tiative can have in encoursging
voung children in Northern lre-
lnnd o embrace diversity and to
be inclusive of others.”
Evidence from the pilot found
that after only three wocks,
those who took part in the pro-
pramme in five preschools
showed more awareness of chil-
dren being excleded because of
their differences, more empothy
with those heing excluded, and
more willingness to play with
and be inclusive of othem,
including those different fo
thernsebwes.

I thin can hoppen in just
three weeks, just imagine what
could be achieved in the longer

Previous research he had car
ried out in Northern Ireland, ho
said, showed that ‘children at
this age are already beginning to
have their attstudes and heliefs
shaped by the ongoing commu-

Early vears experts have ssd
the programme could be the bey
o bullding & culture of respect in
both eountries.

Siobhan  Fizpatrick, chief
expoutive of NIPPA, said the
Media Instintive for Children
Wikt '8 Uidkgibe progmme which
will offer new opportunities for
children, parents and practition-
e 1o discuss, explore and find
new ways of acceptng and
including others who are diifer
ent from us, rather than ridieul
ing, fighting or repecting them’.

For information on the pro-
Eramme son wew.mifepi.ong.



